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T 
HE World Meteorological Or-
ganisation has officially retired 
the names ‘Irma’ and ‘Maria’ 
from the rotating roll of cyclone 

names. Their impact in 2017’s hurricane 
season of hell was so deadly and deleteri-
ous that future use on a different storm 
would stir up a hotbed of sensitivity and 
emotion.  

In September 2017, Irma smashed 
through the Caribbean, battered Florida 
and was the first storm on record to main-
tain winds as strong as 185 mph for 37 
hours. Around 95% of buildings on the is-
land of Barbuda were devastated. Days 
later, Maria pummelled Dominica, Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands. There followed 
a nine-month power cut for Puerto Ricans 
– the longest blackout in US history. The 
combined death toll exceeded 3,000 pre-
cious lives. Little wonder their names 
don’t bear repeating. 

It was against this catastrophic climatic 
backdrop that Captain Timothy Forderer 
left 11 years at the helm of globetrotting 27 
metre sailing yacht Vivid on a mission to 
inspire others into humanitarian service. 

“As I bravely stepped off my Vivid safety 
net in summer 2017, I had no plan but to 
spend six months regrouping and figuring 
out my next steps,” says Tim. “My first pri-
ority was to spend quality time with my 
dear mother. We met in London and spent 
three weeks touring Israel, Greece and be-
yond. I then made myself available to one 
person. I wrote a letter to Mark Drewelow, 
founder of non-profit YachtAid Global, 
saying I had a six-month window and was 
happy to give three of those as a full-time 
volunteer to his cause. Having done my bit 
to help change the world without chang-
ing course, I felt I could leverage my per-
sonal story and foster empathy with oth-
ers in yachting and inspire them to do the 
same. I wanted to share my conviction 
that when you get authentically involved 
in the communities within which you 
cruise, your personal and guest experi-
ences are exponentially more meaning-
ful.” 

Tim met Mark at a San Diego coffee shop, 
where he explained that he had little time 
to focus on and grow YachtAid Global and 
could think of no one better than Tim to 
fill the role of Executive Director - he 
humbly accepted. Day one on the job Irma 
and Maria were taking aim and Tim was 
about to have his induction. 

“Without wishing to sound macabre, I 
felt the script couldn’t have been written 
any better. With its disaster management 
expertise, this was a golden opportunity 
for YachtAid Global to lead the charge and 
foster collaboration. I believed whole-
heartedly in the goodness of the yachting 
community and felt everyone would get 
on board to support the people of the Car-
ibbean. Mark disagreed, he said we didn’t 
have the capacity to cope with the impact 
of these hurricanes. I insisted he was 
wrong and we had the capacity to do way 

more, but for my first day on the job I had 
to honour and respect his guidance.” 

Two days later, based on YachtAid 
Global’s 12-year legacy of trust, superhu-
man networker and Board Member of the 
International Superyacht Society (ISS), 
Norma Trease, telephoned Mark to ask if 
we could join a conference call with a 
group of yachting’s senior leadership, rep-
resenting the major associations.  

“After that call I didn’t sleep. I studied 
white papers on disaster response by non-
profits. I read how the chaotic and con-
fused earthquake relief effort in Haiti 2010 
actually cost lives after a flood of random 
uncoordinated donations. We needed to 
put together a unified response, minimise 
duplication and keep participants safe. For 
this, I needed the complete backing of su-
peryacht industry leaders - getting people 
to work together in a highly competitive 
environment isn’t always a given.” 

The hurricanes dominated talk at Sep-
tember’s Monaco Yacht Show. Would boats 
still cruise to the Caribbean? Would there 
still be a charter business? Almost in-
stantly the SuperYacht Aid Coalition (SAC) 
was born, a unifying brand representing 
superyacht owners, businesses and sup-
port services calling on YachtAid Global’s 
proven logistical dexterity to rapidly mobi-
lise and shift resources. There followed un-
precedented humanitarian results that had 
never been seen in the last 30 years.  

“In coordinating NGOs, government 
ministries and the yachting community, 
we managed to deliver 325,000 pounds of 
targeted aid to the 15 affected Caribbean is-
lands, including 83,000 meals, 48,000 hy-
giene kits, and over 6,300 tools. 44 supery-
achts, some crossing from Europe for the 
express purpose, arrived laden with relief 
from baby food to plywood. With over 750 
crew members and thousands of volun-
teers on site, it was the first time the huge 
latent power of the superyacht industry 
had been harnessed. Its ability to do good 
on a large scale was both encouraging and 
inspiring.” 

In November, Tim was asked to speak at a 
US Superyacht Association seminar at Fort 
Lauderdale International Boat Show. He 
flew over Honourable Dr John Collin 
McIntyre from the Dominica Government 
to join him, the first time the Assistant 
Prime Minister had left the island since the 
storms. 

“I thanked him for trusting me, for tak-
ing a leap of faith to get on a plane and join 
me as we worked to harness the generosity 
of the yachting community. He didn’t 
know me and he didn’t know the yachting 
world. Dr McIntyre smiled and looked at 
me with a sense of deep spirituality and re-
assured me that his leap of faith was com-
pletely justified and he could foresee we 
were going to do many good things to-
gether. We have since developed a good 
friendship.” 

After his baptism of fire and fervour, 12 
months of 60 hour weeks and a mother 
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Zoran Selakovic, Mark Drewelow and Tim Forderer, the core team at YachtAid 
Global. PHOTO: YACHTAID GLOBAL 

Captain Nick Line and the crew of Va Bene are the first to arrive with aid.  
 PHOTO: YACHTAID GLOBAL
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who claims she saw him more often when 
he was sailing round the world than work-
ing in his home city, Tim is reflecting and 
taking stock.  
“My involvement with YachtAid Global 
has stretched over a decade. I first met 
Mark Drewelow in 2009 when we built a 
fence around the Komodo Island school to 
protect small children from deadly Ko-
modo Dragons. Mark was honoured with 

the ISS Distinguished Crew 
Award for his actions. The 
Komodo project became the 
foundation for my personal 
YachtAid Global story and I 
went on to deliver a wide 
variety of supplies and do-
nations, alongside men-
toring young adults through 
‘Do What You Love’ motiva-
tional talks - culminating in 
my own YachtAid Global 
Humanitarian Award in 
2018. But this is a story of 
selfless service, and now we 
must sustain the momen-
tum and continue to build 
the movement.”  
“I’m in the crow’s nest 
looking down. Perhaps we 
only achieved 10% of our po-
tential in those deadly hur-
ricanes - imagine how much 
more can be done? There is 
an urgent priority to under-
stand the interconnected-
ness of everything. Yes, the 

owner’s trip needs planning and the next 
superyacht needs project managing, but if 
these vulnerable coastal communities 
aren’t resilient, can’t recover from the 
growing number and severity of natural 
disasters, and if the oceans keep dying at 
the rate they are, there will be no more 
cruising destinations.” 
YachtAid Global wants to speak directly 
with superyacht owners who want to 

change the world without 
changing course. By identi-
fying their passions and cu-
riosities, Tim and his team 
can put together bespoke 
targeted high-impact hu-
manitarian projects. The 
charitable organisation is al-
ready working with one 
philanthropic owner who 
has adopted Project Clean 
Break that will supply clean 
drinking water to the chil-
dren of Puerto Escondido, 
Mexico – without changing 
their cruising itinerary.  
“I intensely believe in the 
power of the yachting fra-
ternity, but we all need to 
embrace a philosophy that 
together we are better. I 
want to continue on my 
mission to stitch selfless 
service into the very fabric 
of the superyacht industry 
and, together with YachtAid 
Global, raise awareness that 
when we use the collabora-
tive power of yachting for 
good, we become stewards 
for the oceans and those 
communities who depend 
on them.”  
To discuss your bespoke 
humanitarian project email 
tim@yachtaidglobal.org. 
www.yachtaidglobal.org 
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Caroline Blatter of Superyacht Services Guide col-
laborates with Sea Shepherd to deliver gifts from Pas-
tor Hattabaugh of The Pentecostals of Cooper City. 
PHOTO: YACHTAID GLOBAL 

Devastation in Dominica. PHOTO: SOULR CLEAN ENERGY 

With Dr John Collin McIntyre from the Dominica Gov-
ernment at Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show. 
PHOTO: YACHTAID GLOBAL 


