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The Christian Valley Birding Trail Project By Mari Gramling 
The EAG Christian Valley 

Bird Trail Project is spon-

sored by the Ministry for 

Foreign Affairs of Finland.  

Spearheaded Carmen Lake, 

the project was started in 

March of 2011 and the trail 

was opened officially on 

Thursday, January 26th, 

2012.On hand was the Prime 

Minister Honorable Dr. 

Baldwin Spencer, Hon. Hil-

ston Baptiste; project 

(birding trail) coordinator 
and a number of other guests, 
including winners from our bird 
photo contest held in 2011. 

 The project is aimed at in-

creasing awareness and edu-

cating people about our 

beautiful birds. The project 

also seeks to create viable 

livelihoods in eco-tourism by 

training community members 

in bird identification and 

providing guided tours. 

There were many activities 

that went along  with the 

development of this project 

including meetings with com-

munity groups to inform 

people in the villages sur-

rounding Mount Obama 

about the project and associ-

ated livelihood opportuni-

ties. A birding tour course 

in collaboration with the 

American international 

College of Arts and Sci-

ences of Antigua which 

included field training. 

There was also a photog-

raphy contest in which 32 
persons participated and 

photographs of wonderful 

quality were entered. 

Twelve primary schools 

were visited and students 

were treated to a discus-

sion on native and migra-

tory birds, bird biology, 

nesting habits and where 

in Antigua and Barbuda 

different birds can be 

found. Some students 

were treated to field trips 

where many got to use 

binoculars and spotting 

scopes for the first time 

and took turns trying 

identifying the birds they 

encountered.  Educational 

materials, handouts with 

information on birds as 

Information on birds as well 

as bird checklists for Chris-

tian Valley were developed 

and distributed. The Chris-

tian Valley Birding Trails are 

there for you to enjoy. If you 

have not yet visited, do 

yourself and your family the 

favor of coming and walking 

these beautiful trails. But 

there is much room for ex-

pansion and improvement, 

so put your thinking caps on 

for future ideas and pass 

them to the EAG. Birding 
benefits the environment as 

well as the birds and can 

open up a whole new world 

of beauty and delight. See 

you in Christian Valley! 

March, 2013 

Photo courtesy: Delmore James 

Right to left, Stephen Watt, Joseph Pros-

per, Karron James-Scholl, Ambassador  

Mikko Pyhala and Carmen Lake 

Photo courtesy: Alan Scholl 
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The EAG’s vision: 
A SOCIETY informed and empowered to sustainably use and manage it’s natural resources 
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A Message from the EAG Board By Dr. Karron James-Scholl 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Environmental Awareness Group (EAG), incorporated in 2008, is a volunteer-based, not-for-profit, non-governmental organisation dedicated to pro-

moting conservation and the sustainable use of natural resources in Antigua & Barbuda. 

The year 2012 was a fantastic one for the organisation.  It started with a relatively new Board of Directors (elections were held in December 2011) com-

posed of President, Karron James; Vice-President, Mari Gramling; Secretary, Ruby Tang-Maginley; Treasurer, Bernadette Adams; Farrah Cheong; Brian 

Cooper; Nicola Nash; Tahambay Smith; and Ashton Williams.  Farrah later resigned to pursue higher education abroad and was replaced in July by John 

Esposito, the nominee with the next highest number of votes.  On staff were Natalya Lawrence, Coordinator of the Offshore Islands Conservation Pro-

gramme (OICP) and, new to the fold, part-time Administrative Assistant Tracy Hodge.  Jen Davis, Peace Corps volunteer, continued her last months with 

us before departing from Antigua in October.  

The EAG is run by a Board of Directors who volunteer their time to help in the management of the organisation.  In the currently bleak financial climate, the 

EAG has been without sufficient resources to hire to full-time Executive Director to handle its day-to-day affairs.  This meant that the Directors, all other-

wise employed full-time, have had to step up and give even more of their time than usual to help ensure the relatively smooth functioning of the EAG.  This 

aim would not have been possible without, also, the tireless efforts of our staff and volunteers who ensured that day-to-day activities and collaborations 

with local and international partners were accomplished.  We can’t thank them enough for their efforts that often went above and beyond the call of duty. 

It is heart-warming to know that volunteerism, which often seems to be dying, is not completely dead.  A number of volunteers, both local and international, 

reached out to the EAG in 2012 to offer their support in very tangible ways.  Tom Aveling, Greta Carrete Vega and Ruleo Camacho all lent their assistance 

to the OICP and to the EAG in general.  A number of persons joined Camp GROW coordinators Jen Davis and Rachel Hall to help achieve another suc-

cessful summer camp presented by the EAG and the Gilbert’s Agricultural and Rural Development (GARD) Centre.  Virginia Fields and Vonette Looby 

answered a call for volunteers to take over our schools reading programme (Eco-Story Time), now coordinated by Cleo Cooper. Sowerby Gomes and 

Jackie Ferracho-Williams gave much needed accounting support.  Regina Adams, Martin Dudley, Nelisa Spencer, and Angelo Caputo of Abracadabra 

assisted greatly with preparations for our Green Fete.  Chris Pratt continues to volunteer his time to help keep the EAG website (www.eagantigua.org) 

updated.  On a year-round basis, Joseph Prosper, Andrea Otto and Victor Joseph volunteer their time and expertise in bird-, turtle-, and general education-

related events.  number of persons contributed captivating photographs to the 2012 and 2013 calendars, sponsored by US Fish & Wild Service’s NMBCA 

and the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund: Nick Hollands, Toby Ross, Dr. Jenny Daltry, Eli Fuller, Robby Breadner, Rachel Hall, Ambassador Mikko 

Pyhälä, Dr. Robert Mallin, Chris Clarke, Thomas Aveling, and Adam Long.  Rachel Hall, former Peace Corps volunteer with the GARD Centre, donated her 

fantastic graphic design expertise, even after leaving Antigua, towards the production of these calendars.  Stephanie Bridge and Alison Sly-Adams of Anti-

guaNice and the staff at The Daily Observer newspaper consistently give much appreciated exposure to EAG events.  We wish to also thank the various 

guest speakers at our monthly meetings all of the contributors to our weekly EAG Talk newspaper articles. 

Help given by all of the volunteers mentioned above is absolutely invaluable.  However, completing projects that make a real difference in terms of achiev-

ing the aims of the organisation is always a challenge mainly because of a dearth of both financial and human resources.  Skills such as accounting, pro-

ject proposal writing, marketing, and even weed whacking, among others, are always in need.  We sincerely thank our members, friends, donors and other 

partners for their continued support.  Each year at the Annual General Meeting, finances audited by PKF and activity reports are presented and elections 

to the Board of Directors are held.  If you or someone you know is interested in serving on the Board or have the time, specific expertise or other resources 

that you are willing to donate to this good cause, please contact the EAG at eagantigua@gmail.com, at (268) 462-6236, or stop by our office upstairs the 

Museum of Antigua & Barbuda on Long Street. 

http://www.eagantigua.org
mailto:eagantigua@gmail.com
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Camp GROW Plants Seeds of Change Among Antigua’s 

Youth  By Jen Davis, U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer 

Eco-Story Time Project 

Eco-Story Time Project was spearheaded in 2011 by Jennifer Davis, US Peace Corps Volunteer. It is now coordinated by Mrs. 

Cleo Cooper. The initiative aims to promote environment education while fostering a love of reading in Antigua’s youth. Volun-

teers were requested by the EAG and Mrs. Vonette Looby and Mrs. Virginia Field took up the task of dedicating 1-2 hours per 

week to sharing eco-stories with Primary Schools on the island. The Villa Primary School was the first school that participated 

and for the past school term. Kids Unlimited Primary School and Cedar Grove Primary School have been added to the roster. 

They have expounded on topics such as Planets, Earth and it’s environment, Ocean Environment, focusing on Coral Reefs, Lion-

fish and Ocean/Beach pollution. In addition, the topic of recycling has been incorporated into these lessons. The grade six class 

of Kids Unlimited were asked to compose essays about what they have learned thus far and both schools and volunteers are 

enjoying and learning from this experience. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the principals from these schools, 

as well as the teachers, for allowing this project to be as successful as it has been. We anticipate in the future to add more 

schools to our roster. Interested persons can contact the EAG office at 462-6236 or email: eagantigua@gmail.com. 

Nature became the classroom this summer, as 

53 children from around Antigua swapped pen 

and paper for seeds and watering cans - discov-

ering first-hand how they can make a difference 

in the world. 
Camp GROW, which stands for Gaining a Re-

spect for the Outdoors and our World, was 
held this summer from August 13th to August 

24th. A joint initiative between the EAG and 

GARD Center, the environmental and agricul-

tural summer day-camp gathered youth, ages 8 -

11, Together at the beautiful Gilbert Ago-

Heritage Nature Center in Mercer’s Creek to 

cultivate an appreciation for and understanding 

of the natural world. Over the span of two 

weeks, campers explored their relationship with 

the environment and were challenged to ask 

themselves why they should care about it. Activ-

ities focused on building a foundation in conser-

vation, waste-reduction and agricultural princi-

ples, while always keeping in mind that the key 

ingredient to every summer camp is FUN! 

Campers spent their days planting and caring for 

their gardens; finding crafty ways to use trash by 

making plastic bag friendship-bracelets and recy-

cled glass- mosaics; getting up-close and person-

al with honey bees and Antiguan Racer Snakes in 

their natural habitats; cheering on their fellow 

campers as houses competed in games empha-

sizing team-work; and simply enjoying the out-

doors with new and old friends alike. As Camp 

GROW came to a close, it became clear that 

gardens weren’t the only things that had grown. 

Armed with knowledge and a new appreciation 

for the world around them, campers glued their 

environmental pledges onto the ‘Sea of Commit-

ments’ and promised to turn their experience at 

Camp GROW into life- long action. Fifty-three 

seeds of change!! 
Camp GROW is truly overwhelmed by the in-

credible support from our sponsors. Last year 

not only were we able to offer 30 scholar-

ship positions to our campers, but also pur-

chase much needed tables, tents and chairs 

that will be used for years to come. A million 

thanks to The Mill Reef Fund, Sandals 
Foundation, Antigua and Barbuda Defense 

Force, Horizons Supplies Limited, Stingray 

City Antigua, 
Antigua Nature Tours, Adventure Antigua, 

Sugar Ridge, Caribtrans Antigua, State Insur-

ance Corporation,SignPro, ECAB, Subway, 

and the many individuals who donated to 

this initiative. Your generous contributions, 

both in-kind and monetary, have turned 

Camp GROW into a reality for so many 

children around Antigua. And for that, we 

can’t thank you enough. 
We’d also like to take this opportunity to 

thank Mrs. Roberta Williams, Executive Di-

rector of the GARD Center, for her won-

derful gardening and composting sessions; 

Jay Peters, Jodie Wiltshire and Delano 
Robinson who were an immense help and 

did an incredible job of maintaining the Na-

ture Center for us; Nicola Nash from Ad-

venture Antigua for talking turtles with us; 

Natalya Lawrence from the EAG for 
sharing her knowledge on conservation and 

Antigua’s offshore islands; Jerome and Brent 

Georges from the Antigua and Barbuda Bee 

Keepers Association for an excellent presen-

tation on honey bees; and the Sandals Green 

Team for donating bottles and joining us to 

make our recycled glass mosaics! 

Lastly we’d like to acknowledge our amaz-

ing camp counselors who volunteered their 

time and an immeasurable amount of ener-

gy and spirit to this endeavor. We couldn’t 

have done it without you! 
To learn more about Camp GROW, or get 

involved with plans for this year, please 
contact the EAG office @ 462-6236 or the 

GARD Center. 

All photos courtesy: Jen Davis 

The web of life activity demonstrating how fragile 

ecosystems can be 

Campers spending time in their garden plots 

Campers get a Bee presentation 
Campers up close and personal with a racer snake 
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The EAG Produces Two New Publications on Antigua and Barbuda 

Ferns By Kevel Lindsay 

Saving Our Wildlife   
By Natalya Lawrence 

 The Environmental Awareness Group    Vol. 3, issue 1 

 

Donating to the EAG is easy, in addi-

tion to monetary donations you can 

donate your time, books and expertise. 

Everything adds up in a big way to 

help with our cause.  

“I didn’t know we had so many types of birds!”…… “We have 

snakes?!”….. “Wow, so many small islands!”   

These exclamations are often expressed when we take small 

groups out to our offshore islands, or even when presentations are 

made in schools. Our country is breathtakingly beautiful, but 

caught up in our day to day activities, some are guilty of not no-

ticing or appreciating what we have. On the other hand, some 

may make the time to step away, ever so often, from their daily 

routine to indulge in the nature that surrounds us, yet still not 

fully understanding how to care for it. The Offshore Islands Con-

servation Programme (OICP), democratically governed by the 

EAG, Ministry of Agriculture and four other international part-

ners, has been working to restore Antigua & Barbuda’s offshore 

islands to a pristine state, and encouraging local participation as 

we do so. The OICP has had many successes, including snatching 

the one time “world’s rarest snake’’ from extinction’s greedy 

claws.  Also noteworthy is the fact that many local people have 

been trained in conservation techniques, so coveted, that they in 

turn have gone on to train other people around the region.  

Thanks to the relentless work of the programme, a positive 

change in attitudes of person’s visiting or working on the islands 

is quite discernible, and anyone who dare go against expected 

behaviour may have to suffer the repri-

manding words or a tour operator, a local 

fisher, and even in one case, a group of 4th 

grade students. Conservation work is cost-

ly, labour intensive and unending, but it’s 

all worth it.  Our hard work has paid off, as 

we are able to observe healthy, thriving 

ecosystems on Photo courtesy:Tom Aveling 

The Environmental Awareness Group (EAG) is 

pleased to announce the publication of two new ex-

citing and critical reports on the ferns of Antigua and 

Barbuda. The first, The Regional Red List of Pterido-

phytes of Antigua, Barbuda and Redonda is the first 

Regional Red List for ferns and their allies in the Less-

er Antilles. The Regional Red List was developed 

using the world renowned methodology established 

by the International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN). The EAG hopes that this report will 

be a basis for input to new environmental protection 

legislation in Antigua & Barbuda, as well as one of the 

focal points for native plant and habitat protection in 

Antigua and Barbuda. The Regional Red list is a com-

prehensive review of the taxonomy, conservations 

status, distribution and ecological information on 

species of ferns and their 

allies at the local Antigua, 

Barbuda and Redonda level.  

This report was produced 
with support from The 

Rufford Small Grants for 

Nature Conservation UK. 

The IUCN is the world’s 

oldest conservation organi-

zation, founded in 1948. It 

works to conserve the 

world’s flora, fauna, habitats and landscapes by seek-

ing to highlight the plight of species and to safeguard 

Acrostichum danaefoilium 

their future. The IUCN is a member-

ship organisation and is headquartered 

in Gland, Switzerland. 
The second report, Protecting Native 

Pteridophytes in Antigua, Barbuda and 

Redonda: A Conservation Perspective 

focuses on the country’s pteridophyte 
flora in order to encourage national 

support for the protection of native 

species and habitats, and to help in-

crease awareness about the im-

portance and value of the islands’ native fern flora. It highlights 

many of the issues affecting native plants and the factors that may 

hinder or encourage their conservation, which we hope will gener-

ate widespread discussions and debates about the conservation of 

native plant biodiversity. This report was funded by The Rufford 

Small Grants for Nature Conservation, UK and by The Mohammed 

bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund, United Arab Emirates. Both 

reports were researched and authored by Antiguan biologist Kevel 

C. Lindsay. These publications are just two component pieces in 

the EAG’s project, “Conserving the Native Ferns of Antigua and 

Barbuda”, which is an ongoing effort to safeguard and protect the 

native plants of the country and to encourage greater research and 

study of these remarkable species and their habitats. These publi-

cations are available as free PDF downloads via the EAG web por-

tal and are available at http://www.eagantigua.org/page525.html. 

For further queries, questions and to support the EAG’s efforts, 

contact our office at email: 

eagantigua@gmail.com, or via our telephone at (268) 462-6236. 

 

Pleopeltis polypodioides 

Adiantum tenerum 
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restored offshore islands and 

we  have garnered international 

interests as well.  We were very 

pleased when we won a very 

competitive grant from US 

Fish & Wildlife Services 
(USFWS) for US $118,038.00.  

This grant ran from August 

2010 – August 2012.  With 

these funds we were able to 

work to restore habitat for Neo-

tropical Migratory Birds with 

the North East Marine Manage-

ment Area (NEMMA) and to 

carry out restoration feasibility 

studies on the island of Redon-

da.  Funds also helped to moni-

tor sea, land and shore birds, 

survey vegetation (important 

bird habitat), maintain biosecu-

rity monitoring to reduce the 

reduce the threat of invasive 

rats, allow over 1000 students, 

teachers, and parents experi-

ence the wildlife on the off-

shore islands, train Antiguans 

and Barbuda in important moni-

toring skills, and produce the 

first ever ‘Wildlife Calendar’.  

Under this grant, OICP has won 

the Eco-Initiative of the Month, 

from the Rainforest Alliance. 

Thankfully, as we successfully 

wound down the USFWS grant, 

we were able to secure another 

extremely competitive grant 

entitled Offshore Islands Con-

servation Programme: Main-

taining Rat-Free Islands for 

the Benefit of Antigua's Bio-

diversity and People, this time, 

US$117,160 from the Critical 

Ecosystems Partnership Fund 

(CEPF). This grant will enable 

the OICP to maintain its current 

activities, as well as expand our 

work area.  Expansion of con-

servation work only increases 

important habitat for our coun-

try’s wildlife.  The grant will 

also enable us to focus on local 

training, allowing us to become 

increasingly less dependent on 

external expertise. We have 

already been making great 

strides with the help of CEPF.  

Among the activities that we 

have already accomplished, we 

have concluded the 2012 Annu-

al Antiguan Racer Snake Cen-

sus, done Biosecurity Monitor-

ing and Training, began feasi-
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Persons interested in learning more about the 

local natural environment and in getting some 

exercise in the process have always been at-

tracted to the EAG for its field trips.  In late 

January, the Christian Valley Birding Trail, de-

veloped by the EAG and funded by the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of Finland, was officially 

opened. Persons interested in learning more 

about the local natural environment and in 

getting some exercise in the process have al-

ways been attracted to the EAG for its field 

trips.  In late January, the Christian Valley Bird-

ing Trail, developed by the EAG and funded by 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland, was 

officially opened. The birding trail was then the 

venue for our March walk. 
The sister island was the focus for our Febru-

ary field trip.  There in Barbuda, we visited 

remnants of a cave on the island’s north-

eastern side and the famous magnificent frigate 

bird sanctuary in the north-west, then ended 

the day with a swim in the Caribbean Sea at a 

beach near Uncle Roddy’s Beach Bar & Grill. 

EAG’s recognition of Earth Day (22nd April) 

included a whale-watching trip with Adventure 

Antigua whereas May took us back inland to 

the Body Ponds.  After entering from John 

Hughes, we toured the idyllic, serene trail de-

signed by Stephen Watt, landscape architect, 

and developed through funding by the Global 

Environment Facility—Small Grants Pro-

gramme. 

In June, we hiked from Old Road to Rendez-

vous Bay on a beautiful, sunny Sunday morn-

ing.  July took us to Liberta from where we 

hiked up Richmond Hill while August was 

dedicated to Bethesda Village.  We visited 

the Bethesda Dam and Christian Cove, and 

ended near Christian Point Beach.  The fol-

lowing month, given the sad state of this 

beach, we returned to Bethesda along with 

members of Sandal’s Green Team.  To ob-

serve International Coastal Cleanup Day, we 

netted over 50 bags of trash from this rela-

tively small space. 
In October, we were back on the water with 

Adventure Antigua.  Snorkelling was the 

order of the day…near Great Bird Island.  

The south-western side of Antigua featured 

in November as we started in New Division, 

made our way to Jennings, then to Seaforth 

and back past The Flashes.  Our Christmas 

season ‘hike’ was intended to be a more 

genteel, calm and peaceful observance of 

nature…at night!  This event, postponed to 

January 2013, saw enthusiasts gather at the 

Blockhouse near Shirley Heights, armed with  
binoculars and telescopes to observe Jupiter 

and other celestial bodies. 
The line-up of field trips for 2013 promises 

to be just as exciting. We hope you will join 

us as often as possible. 

Coastal Clean-up Day 

Photo courtesy: Karron James-Scholl 

Early morning hike at Seaforth 

Photo courtesy: Karron James-Scholl 

Census, done Biosecurity 

Monitoring and Training, 

began feasibility studies for 

the expansion of conservation 

work and produced the second 

instalment of the “Wildlife 

Calendar”, just as beautiful as 

the first.  Under this grant, 

OICP aims to accomplish as 

much as we did under 

USFWS, and even more. 

Another highlight for the 

OICP was the acquisition of a 

substantial donation of rodent-

icide from Syngenta.  This 

donation will enable us to 

continue our biosecurity moni-

toring, and will be crucial 

when we begin restoration 

activities on rat-infested off-

shore Islands. 
The OICP would like to thank 

all of its committed volun-

teers, supporters and donors.  

The success of our programme 

lies in all of your assistance.  
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Wrapping up the Sea Turtle Nesting Season 2012   
By Nichola Nash 
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As the year comes to a close, so does our 2012 Antigua 

nesting sea turtle season.  There were several interest-

ing new developments this year and thanks to the help 

of EAG volunteers and various sea turtle supporters, 

many tourists and locals were able to witness the in-

credible events of mother sea turtles nesting and babies 

hatching. For all those who participated in patrolling and 

helping report sightings, our sincerest thanks on behalf 

of the EAG. 
On the mainland there were several beaches where 

crawls (mother turtle tracks), nests, and baby hatchlings 

were monitored or reported. During the Leatherback 

season (February to June), several nests were found on 

Jabberwock and Galley Bay, and various Leatherback 

tracks - which are much larger than Hawksbill or Green 

Turtle - were sighted at Rendezous Bay and other 

southern beaches. 
A big event this year was the nesting of a Leatherback 

on Dickenson Bay, right in front of the Sandals hotel! 

During the nest hatch, trained EAG members were on-

hand to witness the emergence of the hatchlings and 

provide information and guidance to visitors who wit-

nessed the momentous event. 
Hawksbill and Green Turtle nesting activities were also 

recorded around the island. Genetic samples were tak-

en from Hawksbills as part of an ongoing project to 

evaluate the relatedness of Hawksbills on the mainland, 

Long Island, and Barbuda. This study was led by Kate 

Levasseur, a graduate student and former researcher 

with the Jumby Bay Hawksbill Project.  With a helping 

hand from other team members, Kate also completed a 

two-day survey of Barbuda, looking for crawls and nests 

along the island’s coastline. 
The highest concentration of Hawksbill nesting oc-

curred on Long Island, where Hawksbills have been 

monitored since 1987. This season, from June 1 to No-

vember 16, seventy-one mother Hawksbills nested at 

least once on Long Island, laying nearly 250 nests. Sev-

enteen of these turtles were neophytes, or first-time 

nesters, returning to the same beach from which they 

originally hatched 15 - 20 years ago. Each of these new 

turtles received flipper tags so that researchers can 

identify her in future years. About 50 EAG guests were 

able to visit Long Island on an EAG turtle watches this 

season. 
New research on Long Island included tracking hatch-

ling Hawksbills as they left the beach to learn what 

routes they use, how fast they swim and how many get 

preyed upon. Additional studies examined the types of 

vegetation on nesting beaches and how that vegetation 

affects nest temperatures and what nest sites turtles 

 preyed upon. Additional studies examined the types of vegeta-

tion on nesting beaches and how that vegetation affects nest 

temperatures and what nest sites turtles select. Nest incuba-

tion temperatures determine if hatchlings will be male or fe-

male, so with rising global temperatures, it’s important to un-

derstand the relationship between different nesting sites, tem-

peratures, and hatchlings. These studies will help to better con-

serve Hawksbills in Antigua and around the Caribbean. 

Finally, a Hawksbill first tagged in Antigua in 2009 was sighted 

nesting on Buck Island in the US Virgin Islands this August! 

Hawksbills usually nest at the same beach year after year, and 

this is the first time that a Hawksbill known to have nested in 

Antigua has been documented nesting on another island. 

Quite an exciting finding!  As luck would have it, the re-

searchers on Buck Island outfitted this turtle, dubbed Be-

atrice, with a satellite transmitter, so please visit http://

www.seaturtle.org/tracking/index.shtml?tag_id=121295 to 

follow her movements. 

 
For more information on sea turtles in Antigua, please visit 

http://www.eagantigua.org/ 
page561.html or http://www.jbhp.org/. To participate in an 

EAG turtle watch next season or to report any nesting activi-

ty next year, contact us after February, 2013 at  
eagantigua@gmail.com or 462-6236. Here’s to a hopeful and 

exciting turtle nesting season this year! 

Photo courtesy: Dr. Roslyn Haley 
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The EAG would like to thank all of the persons, who volunteered their time 

and  invaluable expertise to the various projects that were undertaken over 

the past year. Our successful Camp GROW ’12  Summer Camp Programme, 

also the volunteers for our turtle and birding  tours. Our EAG members, 

friends and supporters who have over the many years supported us, we 

thank you and look forward to your continue support in 2013 and beyond. 

Kids Corner 

Special Thanks to our Volunteers 

How can you help? 

you can, even if it is just 

picking up a few pieces 

of garbage each time 

you visit the beach. Sea 

turtles often die of suf-

focation from eating 

trash, including plastic 
grocery bags which they 

mistake for jelly fish, 

favourite food. 

Create a Safe Environment for Hawksbills turtles are 

on Antigua’s beaches. If you come across 

nesting turtles, eggs, or hatchlings don’t dis-

turb them. Turtles can easily become 

scared from loud noises and camera flashes, 

causing them to abandon their nesting. You 

can report all sightings or nests and illegal 

activities to the 24-hour  Turtle Hotline: 

720-6955 /772-1529, the EAG office or 

www..eagantigua.org or 

www.antiguaseaturtles.blogspot.com 

Educate your  family, 

friends and classmates 

on Hawksbills by learn-

ing more and creating a 

presentation, report or 

posters to share. 

  
Don’t Litter! Throw your 

trash away properly 

and participate in beach 
clean-ups as much as 
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Fun Facts 

Hawksbills are one of four sea turtle species found in Antigua, all of which are criti-
cally endangered. The Hawksbill got its name from its unique beak-shaped mouth 

and pointed head which resembles a hawk.  
Sea turtles must swim to the ocean’s surface to breathe every few minutes when 
they are active, but can stay underwater much longer while resting. Hawksbill’s nest 
on Antigua’s beaches each year from June to November. Females nest on average 4-

5 times each season, laying up to 200 eggs each time! Many Hawksbills return to the 

same beach they were born to lay their eggs.  
 The Hawksbill’s shell helps it stay camouflaged among the coral reefs and near the 
ocean floor, but it is also one of the main reasons the Hawksbill is in danger of go-

ing extinct. For hundreds of years they been hunted for their beautiful shells to 

make ‘tortoise shell’ jewellery. This hunting has killed off much of the world’s 

population.  

Say No to jewelry 

made out of Hawks-

bill shells. Don’t wear 

it. Remember, you 

can’t take a turtle’s 

shell without killing 
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EAG’s Vision: A society informed and empowered to sustainably use and manage 

it’s natural resources. 

 

The Environmental Awareness Group (EAG) Council Members and Staff 

 

Karron James -Scholl   Natalya Lawrence 
President     Offshore Islands Conservation Programme Coordinator  

 

Mari Gramling   Tracy Hodge 
Vice President    Administrative Assistant     

 

Bernadette Adams  
Treasurer  
 

Ruby Tang-Maginley 
Secretary 

 

Brian Copper 

 

Tahambay Smith 

 

John Esposito 

 

Nicola Nash 

 

Ashton Williams 

Joining is easy and it can be done either online by filling out and submitting an application form or simply visiting 

our office and filling out a form there. Our membership covers one year and includes these categories: 

Individual EC$60  Family EC$90  Non-profit* EC$100 

School*  EC$90  Student EC$30  Corporate rates: Bronze EC$250 

        Silver EC$500 

        Gold EC$1000  

* 5-person limit       

Would you like to become a member? 
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Visit  our  website @ 

wwww.eagantigua.org or visit 

our Facebook page 

@Facebook.com/

EnvironmentalAwarenessGroup 

Also  follow  us on Twitter! 

Tel: 268-462-6236 

Fax: 268-463-7740 
Email: eagantigua@gmail.com 

or eag@candw.ag  

The EAG is a non-profit organisa-

tion and the oldest environmental 

NGO serving Antigua & Barbuda for 

the past 23 years. Ways you can 

help us further our work include 

monetary donations or volunteering 

your time and skills. Call us today 

and help save our environment.  

 

 

Up coming EAG Field 

Trip Events for 2013  
(all activities are planned to commence  
every 3rd Saturday in each month) 

  

February 16th  - Hike 

from  Willikies to Newfield via 

Ayres Creek 

March 16th  - Whale watching 

coastal tour  

April 20th -  Hike - Earth day hike 

to Sugar Loaf Mountain 

May 18th – Birding at McKinnon’s 

pond 

June 15th  – World Environment 

Day - Guiana and Bird island boat 

tour  

July 20th  - Hike - Wallings to 

Signal Hill 

August 17th  - Kayaking  

September 21st  - Hike - Indian 

Creek down from Shirley's Heights  

October 19th  - Hike - Body Ponds 

across the ridge from Sawcolts 

November 16th - Barbuda cav-

ing (subject to ferry and docking 

issues) 

December 21st  - Annual Star 

watching at the blockhouse 

Barbuda field trip, February, 2012 

Photo courtesy: Alan Scholl 


